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Monaro Highway Duplication

Canberra Avenue to Newcastle Street, Fyshwick






Roads ACT recently awarded the construction contract for the duplication of the Monaro Highway Duplication to a four lane divided road between Newcastle Street and Canberra Avenue adjacent to Fyshwick.


The ACT Government received $18.5 million from the Federal Government’s Nation Building Program to support the ACT Government’s aspirations for the Monaro Highway to be listed as a National Freight Route.  Construction is scheduled for completion by June 2012.


Background
The Monaro Highway is an arterial road which links the Federal Highway in the north (via Majura Road) to the southern part of Canberra and on to Cooma and the NSW ski fields. Within the ACT border it consists of dual carriageway with four lanes for its entire length except for a short 1.2km section between Newcastle Street and Canberra Avenue. In this location the two carriageways merge into one, with one lane in each direction and single bridges over the Canberra to Queanbeyan railway line and Canberra  Avenue.  The  posted  speed  in  this  area  is
80km/h.

The key features of this design were a new northbound carriageway, bridges over Newcastle Street and arches over the floodway near the intersection of Dairy Road.


The  Monaro  Highway  duplication  between  Newcastle Street and Canberra Avenue is the final link of the duplication of the Monaro Highway in the ACT.


The Design
The Monaro Highway duplication works consist of constructing a dual carriageway with two traffic lanes in each direction. Each carriageway will consist of two 3.5 metre wide traffic lanes with 2.5 metre wide shoulders suitable for on road cycling.


The existing bridge over the Canberra to Queanbeyan rail corridor will be replaced with a single span bridge on each carriageway.


The existing bridge over Canberra Avenue will be upgraded to current bridge design standards and a new bridge will be constructed to accommodate the dual
carriageway.


In 2001, Brown Consulting, formerly known as WP Brown and Partners, designed the duplication of Monaro Highway directly to the north of this project between the Molonglo River (northern end) and Newcastle Street (southern end).






The key features of this project include:


-  construction of a new southbound carriageway for Monaro Highway between Newcastle Street and Canberra Avenue;
-  realignment of the southbound entry ramp from
Newcastle Street;

-  construction of a new single span bridge over the
Canberra to Queanbeyan railway line;

-  construction of a new cast in situ bridge over Canberra
Avenue;

-  replacement of the existing Bridge 3164 over the
Canberra to Queanbeyan railway line;

-  strengthening of the existing Bridge 3162 over
Canberra Avenue;

-  installation of bridge safety screens for the new and existing bridges over Canberra Avenue;
-  relocation of the existing 1283 mm diameter Googong bulk supply watermain at Ipswich Street;
-  removal of the central median and barrier on the existing carriageway; and
- linemarking and signposting for the existing carriageway to be northbound only.

Benefits of the Project
Benefits of the duplication will include:


-  provisions that will allow the Monaro Highway to become a major freight route and allow for future traffic predictions of 35,000 vehicles to be catered for;
-  easing traffic congestion and improving travel times for motorists between the north and south of the ACT;
-  an improved link in Canberra’s transport network to
help meet the ACT Government’s sustainable transport objectives; and
-  safe access for cyclists through on-road cycling lanes.


What stage is construction at?

-  relocation of the water main is complete;
-  work has commenced on construction for the embankments of the new bridge and is in progress, It will be followed by an associate structure.

What happens next?


-  Construction commenced in June 2011 and is programmed for completion in August 2012.










For further information please contact:

Canberra Connect	13 22 81 www.tams.act.gov.au
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