
 

 
 

The Environment Protection Act 1997 

WHAT IS THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ACT? 
The Environment Protection Act 1997 (the Act) 
provides the regulatory framework to protect the 
environment from pollution and its effects. It came into 
force on 1 June 1998, consolidating the Air Pollution 
Act 1984, Water Pollution Act 1984, Noise Control Act 
1988, Pesticides Act 1989 and the Ozone Protection 
Act 1991 into one Act. The Act was amended in 1999 
to include provisions for the management of 
contaminated sites. 
  

 
 

The Act establishes the Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) as the statutory decision maker for 
environmental regulation and policy. The EPA 
administers legislation covering air and water quality, 
waste, contaminated land, noise control, pesticides and 
hazardous chemicals. 
The Act also facilitates the implementation of seven 
National Environmental Protection Measures (NEPMs). 
NEPMs are designed to provide consistent 
environmental standards and guidelines across all 
jurisdictions. 
 

WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES OF THE ACT? 
The main objectives of the Act are to: 
·  protect and enhance the environment; 
·  achieve an appropriate balance between economic, 

social and environmental factors in decision 
making, consistent with the principles of 
ecologically sustainable development; and 

·  promote the concept of a shared responsibility for 
the environment through public education. 

Overall, the desired outcome for the Act is a healthy 
environment, achieved in a sustainable way with 
appropriate regard for economic and social 
considerations. The Act promotes a philosophy of 
solving pollution problems before they occur, and 
encourages all people to accept a shared responsibility 
for the environment, not only for this generation but 
also for those that follow. 
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Environmental management and responsibility for the 
environment is therefore a partnership involving 
everyone in our community. 
 

GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL DUTY— 
WHAT IT MEANS TO YOU 
The Act provides for each person in the ACT to take all 
practicable and reasonable steps to prevent or 
minimise environmental harm or environmental 
nuisance their actions might cause. That means that all 
Canberrans have a duty to protect the environment. For 
most, this means doing things around the house like 
following the manufacturer’s instructions with 
household chemicals or being aware of noise limits in 
your area. 
However, for those carrying out non-domestic activities, 
whether in a backyard workshop or in a factory, there is 
a legal obligation to report any significant 
environmental harm caused by their actions. Similarly, 
workers must tell their supervisor if they find pollution 
occurring. The responsibility for environmental 
management is not someone else’s problem; the 
responsibility rests with each of us. 

 
YOU ARE THE KEY 
Quite clearly the success of the Act depends on you 
and your active involvement in day-to-day 
environmental awareness. Your personal living habits 
and your industry and business practices all have an 
influence on the quality of the environment, which 
cannot simply be repaired or renewed once the 
damage is done. 
We have a responsibility to learn from past mistakes 
and become caretakers of the environment for the 
generations to come. 
 

For more information contact the Environment 
Protection Authority by calling Canberra Connect 
on 13 22 81. 


