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Vision
The Australian Capital Territory 

makes an outstanding contribution, 

regionally and nationally, to conservation 

of lowland native grassland and grassland

flora and fauna.

Before European settlement, the temperate grasslands of the ACT and

region, and their associated flora and fauna, were part of an extensive

band of grasslands in south-eastern Australia. Occurring across broad

plains and in low elevation areas subject to cold air drainage, they

formed a mosaic with lowland woodland and riparian and wetland

communities. These grasslands and associated grassy woodlands were

the natural resource base for the development of the Australian

pastoral industry from the early 1800s. Their accessibility and

productivity resulted in their almost complete transformation by the new

pastoral economy. In the ACT, the development of Canberra in the

valleys and on the plains during the 20th century destroyed most of the

grassland that remained.

Natural temperate grassland is one of Australia’s most threatened

ecosystems. In south-eastern Australia, 99.5% of the estimated pre-

European natural temperate grassland has been destroyed or grossly

altered. Some form of degrading disturbance threatens all grassland

remnants, even those in permanent reserves. Loss of grassland habitat

and the fragmentation and degradation of the remaining areas has had

a severe impact on plants and animals that are dependent on

grasslands. Characteristic species of grasslands such as the Grassland

Earless Dragon and the Striped Legless Lizard now survive only in

small and disconnected populations. The once extensive ‘wildflower’

displays provided by species of inter-tussock forbs are restricted to

remnants of relatively undisturbed grassland.

The ACT Lowland Native Grassland Conservation Strategy builds on

more than ten years of survey, monitoring, research, conservation

planning and management in relation to lowland native grasslands in

the ACT and region. From a slim knowledge base in 1990, a good

understanding has been developed of the remaining grasslands in the

ACT and some of their component species. Some grasslands have

been placed in reserves and there are good prospects for conserving

other areas. The Strategy provides the strategic context for the ongoing

protection, management and restoration of this unique Australian

ecosystem.
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