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Willow control underway to restore Canberra’s waterways

Work to remove Willows along the Molonglo River at Oaks Estate, as part of the ACT
Government’s Waterways Restoration Program, is now underway, Stephen Hughes, Manager of
National Parks, Reserves and Rural Lands said today.

“The ACT Government has committed $1.5 million toward the cleanup of Willow debris, Willow
control and river restoration work in identified priority areas,” Mr Hughes said. “This funding has
been provided in addition to ongoing works associated with Willow control.

“Clean up of Willow debris has been underway since October 2011 along Woolshed Creek in the
Majura Valley and along the Queanbeyan and Molonglo Rivers at Oaks Estate and below
Scrivener Dam with an estimated 500 truckloads of woody debris already removed.

“Work will now commence on phase two of the program which will involve poisoning and removal
of established Willows using recognised control techniques. This work will first take place along
the Queanbeyan and Molonglo Rivers at Oaks Estate followed by the Molonglo River below
Scrivener Dam. The removal of blackberries and other woody weeds growing along river banks
will also occur as part of this program.”

Mr Hughes said after Willows have been removed, work will commence to rehabilitate the area.
Revegetation will take place in Autumn and there will be opportunities for community planting
days.

“‘Willows will be replaced with endemic species of local provenance. Planting will include trees,
shrubs and understorey plant species to ensure a healthy ecosystem develops over time.

“Most Willow species are Weeds of National Significance and must be controlled. They are among
the worst weeds in Australia due to their invasiveness, potential for spread and economic
impacts.”

For more information about the Waterways Restoration Program visit www.tams.act.gov.au
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