Acceptance of Hll inthe ACT

INFORMATION FOR LANDHOLDERS, WASTE
TRANSPORTERS AND THE BUILDING
INDUSTRY

The acceptance of more than 100m3 of soil by the
lessee or occupier of the land in most areas of the
ACT requires an Environmental Authorisation from
the Environment Protection Authority (EPA).

Placing contaminated material on your land can
harm the environment by polluting waterways,
destroying vegetation and contaminating land, and
may leave you with an expensive clean-up bill.

CONTAMINATED MATERIAL

To reduce the risk of receiving contaminated

material:
request the supplier provide formal certification
that fill is clean;
request the supplier provide information on what
activities previously occurred on site;
check for signs of contamination, such as odours
(chemical/petrol), staining from chemicals, and
rubbish such as bricks, timber, masonite, etc;
supervise the delivery of the material to ensure
you receive only what you have ordered; and
maintain all documents and records in
accordance with your Environmental
Authorisation.

LANDHOLDERS

The lessee or occupier of land must apply for an
Environmental Authorisation before accepting more
than 100m? of soil.

Prior approval is also required before soil can be
placed in a waterway.

Under the authorisation, conditions are stipulated
that relate to environment protection. They include,
but are not limited to:
ensuring that all fill used is virgin excavated
material (e.g. clay, gravel, sand, soil or rock) that
is not mixed with any other waste;
records of all fill obtained must be kept on site for
two years and be available on request;
records must include the source, type, quantity
and who delivered the material; and
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the implementation of sediment and erosion
controls on site.

In addition, please phone the ACT Planning and
Land Authority on 6207 1923 to determine if you
need planning approval.

TRANSPORTERS

It is your responsibility as a transport operator to
ensure that waste is taken to a legal waste facility. It
is an offence to take fill to an unauthorised site, even
with the landholder’s permission.

Ensure you cover your load when transporting any
waste material.

BUILDERS

It is your responsibility to ensure your waste,
including demolition waste, excavated materials and
soilffill is legally disposed of.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Under the Environment Protection Act 1997, it is an
offence for a person to illegally accept more than
100m3 of soil. Penalties can range from $1,000 on-
the-spot fines to court fines of up to $100,000, six
months in jail and a criminal record.

To apply for an Environmental Authorisation to
accept fill, or for further information, contact
the Environment Protection Authority by
calling Canberra Connect 13 22 81.



