
 

 

Appendix B 

Weston Park Cultural Landscape Assessment 





 

Weston Park—Conservation Management Plan—Appendix B: Weston Park Cultural Landscape Assessment, July 2011 iii 

 

Figure B.3  Charles Mildenhall Collection c1926 (Souce: ACT Heritage Library 007891) 

The ACT Heritage Library holds two Mildenhall (ground level) photographs (Figures B.2 and B.3), 

purportedly taken at the Nursery; though at c1926 it is difficult to determine exactly the direction of view 

as there are no large landmarks (such as Black Mountain or the western ranges) and it is impossible to 
reconcile edges of the scenes with the extent of plantation enclosure evident in the 1920s aerial 

photography. 

 

Figure B.4  1944 Aerial (Source: NSW Lands Department Map 658/Canberra Run 2) 

By 1944 (Figure B.4) the overall site remained largely pastoral with the nursery area well defined and 

enclosed by plantations as it was in the 1920s. The most important additions since the earlier 

photography was the planting of the major avenue along Weston Park Road, a line of plantings following 

the future lake edge contour around the northern section of the site and many circular experimental 

plantations either side of the curvilinear ridgetop avenue. 

Other observations from this image include: 



 

Weston Park—Conservation Management Plan—Appendix B: Weston Park Cultural Landscape Assessment, July 2011 iv 

• The dense circular plantations (36 are clearly evident though there may be more) also appear 

to mark out the approximate later outline of the lake and also reveal that the latter eventually 

covered a substantial amount of land. 

• Scrivener Dam and Lake south of the Nursery are visible. 

• Internal nursery sections have likely varied from to year to year although in 1944 there 

appear to be numerous buildings within and outside the central nursery area. 

• The area around Hobday’s Cottage is now well vegetated. 

• The early site entry drive is clearly evident and is shown to have come from well to the south, 

passing to the west of the 1927 Forestry building though later with another drive, bypassing 
the southern section, extending from Banks Street and passing through the dense plantation 

at the southern nursery boundary. 

• This latter entry layout appears to reflect the intended alignment of residential streets and 

subdivisions from the Griffin’s plan and roughly accords with the present Brown Street and 

the western part of Alexandrina Drive. 

• Also related to the apparent realisation of Griffin’s urban planning layout is the orthogonal 

street pattern associated with the imposing Forestry School building, where the southern half 

of the layout is shown in this photograph. 

• There is little evidence of regenerating indigenous woodland, with much of the site beyond 

the Nursery and experimental works remaining largely cleared. 

• The plantation in the location of the present Nursery Bay is evident within fencelines. 

• Compared to the 1920s photography the experimental plantations south of Nursery Bay are 

now more dissipated. 

• Many very substantial experimental plantations are evident throughout Westbourne Woods. 

• The area to the immediate northwest of the Nursery office buildings appears to have many 

substantial plantings, the same area today is largely cleared. 
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Figure B.5  1945 Oblique Aerial: Charles Daniel Pratt Collection (Source: State Library of Victoria Acc. No. H91.160/352) 

Figure B.5 is an excellent oblique aerial image which serves to corroborate details from the previous 

photography as well as confirm other information not readily discerned from the other image (being a 

planimetric aerial). For example, it is now clear from the CD Pratt photograph that the largest plantations, 
the enclosing avenues around the central Nursery area (and even rows of taller plantings within it and to 

the north) and plantations along roads are mostly coniferous species.  

The photograph misses the northern part of the site but provides a clear view across the southern part of 
the site from the east looking in the direction of Mt Stromlo to the lower reaches of the former Molonglo 

River with the Yarralumla homestead complex in the background. 

Other points of note include: 

• Weston Park Road is well formed along the ridgeline with its major plantings of cedar (inner) 

and robinia (outer) already well advanced. 

• The circular experimental plantations demonstrate extremely variable results from the species 

within, some plants have attained excellent growth, while there are many gaps indicating 

failures. 

• The outer line of these circular plantations appears to follow site contours and pre-empts the 

later lake edge. 

• Various structures are evident including Hobday’s Cottage and outbuildings, the main nursery 

buildings and various ancillary structures. 

• The broadly undulating area to the immediate north of the central Nursery rectangle is shown 

with numerous low bedding laid out, lines of tall conifers to the north and an inscribed drainage 

line running through the middle towards the Molonglo River to the west. 
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• The Elm avenue plantings extend further to the north, past Pescott Lane, though no track 

appears to accompany the avenue at this point. 

• The access road accompanying the Elm avenue is located on the eastern (outer) side—not 

within the avenue. 

• The dam south of the nursery area is just visible beyond the maturing lines of conifers along 

the earlier entry road. 

• Both the block of conifers (within an area that is now Nursery Bay) and the spaced circular 
experimental plots (now partly within the golf course) to the southwest of the nursery area are 

clearly evident and seem to include mostly coniferous species. 

• The path of an earlier access road extending off Banks Street is visible through the large 

southern block of conifers. 

• To the south of the study area the extensive and substantial experimental arboretum rings 

dominate the precinct around the Forestry building. 

• Several earlier buildings are shown near the Molonglo River near the present Brown 

Street/Alexandrina Crescent. 

• Since the 1944 photograph more of the Griffin street layout has been formed near the Forestry 

School building. 

 

Figure B.6  Aerial, possibly 1950s or early 1960s (Source: National Library Australia nla.pic-an14324452-21-v Richard Clough 
Collection) 

While the version available of Figure B.6 is of limited use, it is still possible to identify important work that 

had been carried by this time. Since the 1944 photograph more of the perimeter planting has been 

undertaken, completing the line of trees that defined the future lake edge around Weston Park. 
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Owing to the resolution of the image only the dense, broad bands of the shelterbelt and circular 

experimental plantings read clearly. Of the former, three parallel plantations defining the Nursery area 

are evident. This means that a third line of trees (further to the north and south of the present miniature 
railway site) has been added since the 1944 imagery. 

Of note also is that at this time the two larger blocks of coniferous plantations, to the southeast and 

southwest of the Nursery, have been substantially thinned. Also the line of conifers immediately west of 
the Elm avenue, that made up part of the central Nursery shelterbelts, appears to have been removed 

since 1945. 

 

Figure B.7  Pre-lake Oblique Aerial, possibly 1950s or early 1960s (Source: National Library Australia  nla.pic-an14324452-367-v 
Richard Clough Collection) 

 

Figure B.8  Pre-lake Oblique Aerial, possibly 1950s or early 1960s (Source: National Library Australia  nla.pic-an14324452-63-v 
Richard Clough Collection) 

Both Figures B.7 and B.8, taken before the lake was filled from 1963, show only a part of the study site 

at the extreme southwestern corner. They confirm that coniferous shelterbelt trees enclosed the central 
Nursery to the west and south, lined the early entry drive and made up the plantation (now thinned 

internally) in what is now Nursery Bay. 

Figure B.7 shows the early dam to the south of the Nursery though now with other formations close by 
and the remnant southwestern experimental plots incorporated into the golf course layout. Another road 

is shown extending from the main nursery area to the south and terminating at a building near circular 
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plots. The later entry drive passing through the former southern pine plantation from Banks Street 

appears to be still in use at this time. 

Both of these photographs confirm that the former southern pine plantation had been largely cleared, 

except for the eastern, southern and western edges, and was being used at this time for other nursery-

related plantings. 

 

Figure B.9  1968 Oblique Aerial (Source: National Archives of Australia A7973 INT 1015/13) 

Taken from high over Government House looking to the east some years after the lake has filled, Figure 
B.9 provides valuable information about almost the entire study site. It confirms that the nursery area has 

been greatly expanded into the former pine area to the south and southeast (now Nursery Park) and a 
new plantation of Eucalyptus bicostata (some of which remains) has been undertaken to the north of the 

Nursery in the area of the present miniature railway.  

Other observations from this image include: 

• Most of the large circular experimental plantations north and east of the Nursery appear 
dense and well grown, contrasting, like islands, with the expanse of dry grass surrounding 

them. 

• Numerous tracks have developed across the grassed areas to the north and east of the 

Nursery. 

• Numerous recent plantings appear in the grassed areas near the southern dam. 

• The swale upstream of the southern dam has been converted into another dam. 
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• The access road to the immediate east of the dams remains. 

• The northern half of the dense coniferous windbreak along the western shore (and positioned 

obliquely to the parallel nursery windbreaks) has been replaced by an inlet off the Yarramundi 

Reach. 

 

Figure B.10  1968 Oblique Aerial (Source: National Archives of Australia A7973 INT 1015/38) 

Figure B.10 confirms many of the observations from the previous image though, additionally, it shows 
that the southern end of the main Weston Park Road has been bypassed with an awkward new straight 

section of pavement coming from the new nursery entry road. Such a bizarre transition likely occurred as 

a result of the need to reinforce the new Nursery access as the dominant roadway. 

Associated with this change of access are signs that the former southern entry has been diverted to a 

subsidiary track off Banks Street to the south of Nursery Park. The original curved part of the drive 

immediately to the south of the Nursery appears to remain in use. A large, isolated columnar tree 
towards the southern end of Nursery Park appears to accord with an existing old Populus deltoides. 

To the immediate east of the southern section of the Elm avenue a large plantation of new trees appears 

and some of these trees may have survived.  
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Figure B.11 Oblique Colour Aerial n.d. possibly 1970s/1980s (Source: Yarralumla Nursery Archives)  

Although undated, Figure B.11 is an excellent oblique aerial photograph which records a considerable 

amount of detail of the central nursery precinct and the Nursery Bay area. It confirms that all of the 

earlier entry drives have been abandoned with the double-curved section only providing a link between 
the Hobday’s Cottage grounds and the main Nursery buildings. 

Other pertinent observations include: 

• Most of the shoreline along Yarramundi Reach and Nursery Bay is densely vegetated with 

layers of mixed species. 

• Nursery Park is now largely abandoned as an operational nursery area although the area 

north of Nursery Park (including the present retail nursery area) appears to remain 

operational. 

• A curvilinear path (and cycleway) meanders through Nursery Park. 

• The long building (now demolished) to the west of Hobday’s Cottage is apparent along with 

various outbuildings. 

• A considerable number of new glasshouse has appeared in the main nursery area. 

• Most of the entire former Nursery (now West Basin sub-precinct) north of the early Nursery 

appears to have been abandoned and the southern section is in the process of being covered 
by the present thicket of Quercus sp. 
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• The large, and formerly dense, plantation of Eucalyptus bicostata north of the Nursery (West 

Bank sub-precinct) is now much sparser. 

• The Weston Park Road is now mostly reduced to the cedars with very few robinias 

remaining. 

• Many of the earlier circular experimental plantations have also thinned considerably with 

some being reduced to a few trees. 

• The plantation of trees to the immediate southeast of the Elm avenue is now reduced to small 

groups of remnants. 

 

Figure B.12  2008 Aerial (Source: Google Earth) 

Recent aerial photography from 2008 (Figure B.12), indicates that replacement Robinias have been 

planted alongside the avenue of cedars along Weston Park Road with the exception of the awkward 

southern end where the unaligned road pavement precludes proper conservation practice. 

Other remarkable survivors of the earliest nursery development phase include: 

• The Elm avenue (remaining at its original length, though now with an access road within the 

avenue rather than on the eastern side). 
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• The dam to the south of the Nursery, though now slightly modified in outline. 

• Two of the original lines of coniferous windbreak plantings forming long parallel rows to the 

north and south of the original 1915 nursery area. 

• Part of the original entry drive from the golf course boundary to the Nursery offices. 

• The three early in-line Nursery buildings and the 1923 cottage for John Hobday (though the 

cottage has been altered and the grounds, while containing some early plantings and fencing, 

has been recently compromised with a new, unrelated layout). 

• Remnants of the early southern pine plantation now framing Nursery Park. 

• Remnants of Weston’s early circular experimental plots in the southwest corner of the study 

site. 

• Numerous other early plantings survive such as those along the double-curved entry drive, 

within Nursery Park and the main Nursery area. 

• Much of the original orthogonal layout of the Nursery site remains legible. 

Other slightly later plantings also survive such as many of the circular experimental plots within the 

broader park area and around the lake edges. Additionally, a particular attribute of the place is the 
continuing use of the site as a nursery since 1915 and maintaining such a function in the Nation’s capital 

since the first nursery at Acton from 1912. Also associated with this is that the park component of the site 

is a realisation of a very early intention for the peninsula, as it clearly figures as a major recreational 

landscape element in successive Griffin plans (refer to the following section). 

Evidence of the implementation of Griffin’s street planning layout appears scarce within the study site as, 

since the oblique entry drive has been almost entirely removed, only Weston Park Road demonstrates 

any resemblance to the various 1910s Griffin plans. Beyond the site, however, more of the Griffin’s 

urban layout is evident, particularly with the whole precinct of gridded blocks from Banks Street onwards.  
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Archival Plans 

 

Figure B.13  1913 Griffin Preliminary Plan (Source:  National Library of Australia) 

The 1913 revised Griffin Preliminary Plan of Canberra (Figure B.13), provides an interesting insight into 

the early design intentions for the Weston Park precinct. It clearly indicates the reservation of this 
peninsula as a substantial landscape area albeit with a through road linking Black Mountain peninsula 

and Yarralumla. 

The earlier version of the 1913 plan—the 1912 Griffin Competition Plan (Figure B.14)—labels the area of 
land encompassed by the two adjacent peninsulas as ‘Botanical Gardens’ indicating an important 

landscape use of the precinct and an intended landscape transition from Black Mountain down into the 

suburbs to the south. 
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Figure B.14  1912 Griffin Competition Plan. Contour Survey of the Site. (Source: NCA. The Griffin Legacy. 2004) 

While the link road and bridge never eventuated, the broad curvilinear form of the road—echoing the 

same expansive radius proposed for the east and west lake basins—has been partially realised in the 

present Weston Park Road, where it forms the long ridgetop arc around the eastern inlets of the 

Tarcoola Reach. 

The 1913 plan also shows the intention of two gridded street systems whose axes intersected in the 

vicinity of the present Orana Bay. As observed above, the north-south blocks of orthogonal streets were 

finally built by the 1940s to form the old suburb of Yarralumla, while the more obliquely oriented axis of 
streets were only tentatively realised—mostly in the alignment of Brown Street and the now defunct 

earlier nursery entry road off Banks Street. 

In fact, this latter road bears an uncanny resemblance to the alignment and even length of the short, 
central street that features in the fan-shaped arrangement of street layout at the extreme western edge 

of this Griffin design.  
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Figure B.15  Griffin’s 1915 Plan of the Continental Arboretum.  (Source: NCA. The Griffin Legacy. 2004.) 

Griffin’s plan issued in 1915 (Figure B.15) specifically addresses the precinct around the Weston Park 

peninsula and chiefly concerns the spatial organisation of the planned Continental Arboretum that was 
only partly implemented. Of particular note is the broadly curved access road along the peninsula’s ridge 

that retains the sweeping arc of the 1913 plan and pre-empts the present ridgeline Weston Park Road. 

Other points of note are the plantation annotated to the south of the 120 acre ‘Australian’ arboretum 
area, possibly indicating an existing experimental or windbreak plantation by TCG Weston, and the 

boulevard-like esplanade with apsidal termini defining the future location of Orana Bay. This feature was 

intended, here, as part of the entry to the peninsula. 
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Figure B.16 1918 Griffin Plan (Source:  NCA. The Griffin Legacy. 2004.) 

The 1918 city plan continued, and reinforced, many of the features of the revised 1913 plan including the 

lake form and the general street layout for Yarralumla based on the broad triangle (rather than the 
original 1912 competition octagon) with its intersection of street axes at the entry to Weston Park. 

This plan edition also acknowledges the existing nursery layout and even TCG Weston’s extensive 

complex of circular experimental plantations to the south, which confirms the early beginnings of this 
important work. The alignment of Weston Park Road is shown in almost its exact present form except 

that it is here connected to a bridge at the foot of Black Mountain.  

Seemingly for the first time on an official plan the curvilinear character of the ridgetop road is shown 
juxtaposed, and in slight tension, with the orthogonal layout of the nursery. Also at this time the use of 

the park and a broad area around it was further designated for the Continental Arboretum where the 

Weston Park site was to interpret Australian and New Zealand flora. A later development designated the 

site for a Zoological Park continuing the insistence on the site being used for a major landscape-oriented 
function. 
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Figure B.17 1925 Gazetted City Plan (Source: National Archives of Australia A12707.) 

The 1918 Griffin Plan also became the basis of the Gazetted City Plan of 1925 (Figure B.17) which 

effectively set the agenda for city planning until the 1950s when Sir William Holford, a British town 

planner, came to Canberra and introduced various revisions and planning schemes to enhance 

development.  
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Figure B.16  Detail plan of Yarralumla Nursery 1958 (Source: Yarralumla Nursery Archives) 

The 1958 Nursery plan (Figure B.16) confirms the abandonment of the earlier entry road—both in its 

original alignment directly from the south and the later 1920s alignment through the pine plantation that 

is now Nursery Park. The plan also helpfully confirms a fenceline along the eastern edge of the Elm 
avenue, though it is not known if the avenue was introduced using an earlier Yarralumla estate farm 

fence as a starting point. Curiously, the old dam is not shown. 

Other important details revealed on this plan include: 

• A record of earlier layout, plantings (including a hedged pathway on the western side) and 

outbuildings around Hobday’s Cottage—the layout being largely overlooked in the current 

construction scheme. 

• A record of the full nursery bed layout within a consistent orthogonal grid arrangement. 

• Confirmation of the major shelterbelt plantations, including general plant species. 

• A record of the positions of earlier plantings along the former entry drive to the west of 

Hobday’s Cottage and along the western edge of the future lake and northwest of the ‘bush 

house’. 

• An access road is shown within the Elm avenue and various gates are shown along the fence 

next to the avenue. 
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• The southern track is shown from the Nursery to the boundary with the golf course and at the 

extreme southern end ‘experimental pools’ and sheds for ‘seed cleaning’ are labelled. 

• The numerous buildings servicing the nursery are shown and labelled, including buildings 

that have since been demolished. 

 

Figure B.17  Yarralumla Peninsula: Actual Planting Feb. 1962 (Source: Yarralumla Nursery Archives) 

Figure B.17 is important plan which represents a crucial record of plantings across the peninsula, but 

outside the Nursery, with additional species lists up to 1964 (despite the date of the plan) along with a 
record of many earlier plantings. The many numbered species lists contain numerous rare or uncommon 

species in cultivation in Canberra (even for 2010), though most of these appear not to have survived. 

The plan also records occasional rock outcropping along the peninsula which is a reminder that 
explosives were readily used in the 1910s and 1920s to provide deep soil for the circular experimental 

plantations. 
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Figure B.18  Lakeshore Zoning & Arterial Roads, n.d. Western Lakes Area, Canberra, ACT, Rankin & Hill (Dwg. No. 2030 – 1B) 
(Source: Yarralumla Nursery Archives) 

Although undated, Figure B.18 includes an earlier, possible 1960s proposal to introduce a vehicular 
bridge from Banks Street to the southern end of Black Mountain peninsula. The plan documents 

lakeshore plantings around the whole of Lake Burley Griffin with the following species nominated for the 

Weston Park peninsula: 

• A = Salix babylonica 

• C = Salix vitellina 

• D = Salix alba 

• E = Taxodium disticum 

• J = Salix purpurea & Populus alba 
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Figure B.19  Yarralumla Nursery Scale 1:7500 n.d. ACT Mapping Service, Land Information Office (Source: Yarralumla Nursery 
Archives)  

Figure B.19, an undated plan, concentrates on the non-bedding areas of the lower nursery precinct and 

provides a record of principal buildings and outbuildings along with some accessways. By this stage 

even the double-curved former entry drive west of Hobday’s Cottage has been largely abandoned and 
the new entry is shown from the east. 

The current retail nursery area is shown with its carpark, main building and entry forecourt. Also shown is 

a screen of ‘thick shrubs and trees’ in between the carpark and Hobday’s Cottage grounds. The latter is 
described as having a fish pond and ‘dense trees and shrubs’ with most of its earlier layout confirmed 

from previous documents. 

Between Hobday’s Cottage and the main nursery buildings there are various other office buildings and 
service structures, though all of these appear to be from the 1950s/1960s period or even later. Within 

this triangular area a network of informal (curvilinear) paths is shown together with several small ponds. 

B.2  Review of Physical Evidence 

Interpretation of the Griffin plan for Canberra 

At least four aspects of the 1910s landscape planning intent of the Griffins are still manifest on the 

Weston Park peninsula: 

• Weston Park was consistently indicated to function as a major landscape element within the 

Griffin plan for Canberra—either as an arboretum, botanic garden or zoological park—and it 

realises the Griffin intention for a landscape transition between the pervading Black Mountain 
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precinct to the north and the suburbs to the south, as well as a large area of greenspace to 

flank of the western side of the city centre. 

• The intended Continental Arboretum concept, with Australia and New Zealand flora within the 

present area of Weston Park, has been partly realised in the extant circular plantations of 

Australian tree species. 

• The remaining evidence of the former southern access road’s oblique alignment interprets 

the early Griffin street layout (as does Brown Street) (refer to 1915, 1918 and 1925 plans). 

• Weston Park Road along the ridge interprets the original circular access road of the 1913 

Griffin plan but closely follows the proposed alignment of the 1918 Griffin plan, and while the 

drive was planned in the 1910s and a track is known to have indicated this route by 1923, the 

actual avenue planting was undertaken after 1923. 

The Nineteenth-Century Yarralumla Estate Layout 

The existing 1910s Elm avenue appears to interpret the former portion and paddock division from 1830s 
that related to the Yarralumla estate when established and jointly owned by Sir Terence Aubrey Murray 

(whose earlier family properties were at Lake George and Woden) and Thomas Walker (of Yaralla in 

Sydney)1. The dam to the south of the Nursery is either an existing one from the former farm or was 

constructed as part of the early nursery infrastructure. Fencelines, particularly that along the eastern side 

of the Elm avenue, may also date from the Yarralumla period. 

Early Nursery Layout  

One of the most tangible formal layers apparent at Weston Park is the strong orthogonal layout of the 

1915 nursery. A network of accessways and nursery plant lines within bays help to convey this form, 

though the most dominant lines are the two major windbreaks to the north and south of the original 

nursery area. 

Together with the Elm avenue, the three early in-line nursery buildings, Hobday’s Cottage of 1923 and 

any contemporary outbuildings and 1920s plantings, the two long, parallel (mainly coniferous) 

windbreaks, the early entry drives from the south, outlying (ie beyond the main Nursery area) early 
plantings and the many internal nursery accessways constitute the surviving fabric and layout of the 

early nursery development of the 1910s and 1920s. 

Experimental Plantings 

A crucial initiative of TCG Weston was the early establishment of experimental plots throughout various 

locations, but particularly concentrated around what now comprises the adjacent golf course and the 

grounds of the Forestry School. After Weston’s departure in 1926, further horticultural trials were 

conducted and continued at least into the 1960s. Evidence of some of these trials remains in the large 

circular plots along the peninsula (planted in the 1930s) while others, associated with experimental 
aquatic plant trials in the 1950s and 1960s, can be seen near the southern boundary of the study area. 

Whether regarded, in essence, as experimental plantings or otherwise, a continuous line of mixed tree 

species was completed around the future lake edge by the 1950s. A substantially dense edge of willows 
and other species remains around much of the lake shoreline at Weston Park. 
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Surviving Locally Indigenous Vegetation 

A review of documentary evidence suggests that the whole of the peninsula was heavily cleared at least 

by the nineteenth century, with little indication of surviving older locally indigenous trees. The draft Tree 
Assets report by Geoff Butler & Associates (Appendix D) records the presence of two trees that have 
some potential to be elements of the former indigenous vegetation: a Yellow Box (Eucalyptus 

melliodora) and an unidentified eucalypt both in Precinct 4A (The Plateau). 

Rare/Uncommon Plantings [& Remaining Stock as a Plant Collection]  

• Hillgrove Spotted Gum (Eucalyptus michaeliana)—rare 

• Small-leaf Gum (E. parvula)—uncommon? in cultivation in Australia 

• Torrey Pine (Pinus torreyana)—rare in cultivation in Australia, particularly old plantings 

• Mesa Oak (Quercus engelmannii)—rare? in cultivation in Australia 

• California Black Oak (Q. kelloggii)—rare? in cultivation in Australia 

• Valley Oak (Q. lobata)—rare? in cultivation in Australia 

B.3 Endnotes  
 

1  http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/biogs/A020241b.htm?hilite=Terence%3BAubrey%3BMurray 
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Appendix C:  Social Values Assessment & Survey Resu lts 

C.1 Introduction 

Appendix C has been prepared by Chris Johnston of Context Pty Ltd, December 2010, in association 
with Godden Mackay Logan (GML). Information about the consultation with government stakeholder 
undertaken by GML in May 2010 has been incorporated in this report and in the Conservation 
Management Plan (CMP).  This section of the report investigates the nature and scope of social and 
aesthetic values held by the Canberra community and groups within that community for Weston Park. 
Research for this investigation has included review of previous heritage assessments, community 
surveys and consultation data about the park, targeted surveys of park user groups and local residents, 
exploration of the park as a place of artistic inspiration, and a focus group with long-term employees of 

Yarralumla Nursery. Section C.5.1 lists the organisations that participated in the consultation. 

Understanding these community-based values is critical in the assessment of criterion (b) and (d), 
aesthetic and social significance; these criteria place a specific emphasis on community associations and 
values. The resultant assessment is contained in detail below and against the criteria in Section 4.0 of 

the main CMP.  

The Indigenous cultural and social values attributed to Weston Park were outside the scope of this 

report. 

C.2 Concepts  

This section explores the social and community-held aesthetic values of Weston Park for communities 
with identified connections to the Park, building on rather than repeating previous investigations of these 

values, and setting Weston Park within its Canberra-context in terms of the values. 

Understanding these values will help ensure that these values can be conserved through the policies and 

actions contained in previous sections of the CMP. 

As is detailed below, understanding of these values for Weston Park is based on a range of sources 
including previous heritage studies, community values investigations and face-to-face research on the 

values held by specific communities. 

What is social significance? 

Social significance is generally defined as the strong or special associations that a place may have for a 
particular community or cultural group for social or cultural reasons.  Under the Heritage Act 2004 (ACT), 

social significance is defined as criterion (d): 

Highly valued by the community or a cultural group for reasons of strong or special religious, spiritual, cultural, 

educational or social associations. 

Social significance is a value held by today’s community.  While historical research may be able to 
demonstrate considerable longevity and continuity of association, this is not enough to demonstrate 
social significance.  Rather, the associated communities or cultural groups must hold these values. 
Therefore the task of social significance research is to understand the nature of the associations with a 
place and whether this gives rise of significance in the terms of the definition.  It also involves 
understanding whether significance resides in the fabric of the place or in other aspects such as its use, 

accessibility or aesthetic appreciation. 
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What is aesthetic significance? 

Aesthetic value is the emotional response by individuals to a place or natural or cultural elements within 
it.1  While visual elements such as outstanding landforms, or compositional qualities are often 
preferenced in understanding aesthetic value, non-visual attributes (eg sound, smell or particular 
understandings about the place) which evoke response, feeling or sense of place can also be valued 

aesthetic characteristics.   

Emotional response to place can be either positive or negative, though again the former is more 
commonly documented. Examples of responses which indicate aesthetic value might include awe, 

inspiration, mystery, fear or sense of peace. 

Research into aesthetic response can involve direct consultation (interviews, surveys), observation and 

research into the expression of aesthetic values through art, poetry, photography, and literature.   

Cultural features or landscapes and natural features of landscapes with evocative qualities, symbolic or 
other associated meanings that are recognised and regarded as outstanding by community groups might 

also provide examples of aesthetic qualities. 

Under the Heritage Act aesthetic significance is defined in criterion (b) as: 

Exhibits outstanding design or aesthetic qualities valued by the community ort a cultural group. 

C.3 Methods of Assessment 

C.3.1 Introduction 

A range of methods was used to identify and understand the social and aesthetic values of communities 
with associations with Weston Park, the nature of those associations, and whether these associations 

gave rise to social and community aesthetic values.  

The methods used and the rationale for selecting these methods is provided below. 

C.3.2 Defining communities and cultural groups 

Criteria (b) and (d) refer to ‘the community or a cultural group’. In this report we use ‘community’ as short-

hand to include ‘cultural group’. 

We have adopted a broad definition of communities and cultural groups as those that can be defined by 

shared culture, beliefs, ethnicity, activity or experience.  

C.3.3 Framework 

The methods used to understand social and community-held aesthetic values can be generally described 
as ethnographic research, that is qualitative social research that seeks to understand a ‘community’ (or 
society or culture); in this instance, the research is seeking to understand associations and meanings 

that may be embodied in a place. For example: 

• understanding the history of a place and its cultural and community setting: research, 

interviews; 

• visiting the place with community members: visits, walks; 

• mapping the place and connections: drawing, mapping and speaking about the place; 

• hearing from community members: interviews; structured surveys; workshops and focus 

groups; story-telling; 
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• talking to key informants: interviews with people with special knowledge about the place and 

associated communities such as other researchers, community leaders, commentators and 

observers; and 

• observation: participant observation; behavioural mapping (who uses a place and how); 

analysis of community ‘expressions’ (eg local and public art; logos; imagery; events). 

By using multiple data sources, information can be compared and contrasted, enabling a richer 
understanding to emerge. As well, the use of multiple data sources in combination (triangulation) 
increases the reliability of the data. It does not offer a statistically validated sample. Iteration, that is the 
testing of preliminary ideas through continuing ‘rounds’ of research is also valuable in increasing the 

reliability of the results. 

In this project, these methods are generally described as ‘stakeholder engagement’ as this accords with 
the preferred language of Land Management and Planning Division (LMPD). These methods were 
combined with review of existing studies and other materials, thus creating a rich, multi-facetted data set. 

C.3.4 Defining the scope and approach 

A key factor in defining the approach in this project was the amount of previous research into community 

perceptions and values already undertaken on Canberra’s parklands. This research included: 

• Research into community social and aesthetic values for Lake Burley Griffin undertaken by 
Context for the Lake Burley Griffin Heritage Assessment, 2010: the work included an online 

survey, focus groups and analysis of a variety of other datasets and considered the values of 

Canberra community and the broader Australian community. The client was the National 
Capital Authority (NCA) and the project therefore focused on the areas of NCA responsibility 

being the lake and lake edge. 

• National Trust of Australia’s (ACT) Study of the social value of Lake Burley Griffin and its 

setting2 which included an extensive online survey of the use and values of Lake Burley 

Griffin as a whole, and of each of the adjoining parklands including Weston Park. The report 

provides a wealth of data and detailed analysis.  The Canberra community was the target of 

the survey. 

• The Weston Park Draft Master Plan, 2009 included four rounds of consultation during the 

development of the Plan. The consultation included individual and small group interviews, 

attending local group meetings, drop-in consultation at Weston Park, and online survey. 

Studies of the history and development of Lake Burley Griffin’s parks3 and of Weston Park4 contributed 
valuable background material in relation to the development of community associations and attachments 
over time. For example, Ramsay5 analysed the development of Weston Park and the Nursery, noting that 
the late 1960s (as the lake was being filled) saw the development of new recreation facilities at Weston 
Park including facilities for children (play structures, a large play pool, a miniature railway, maze) four 
sandy beach areas, picnic areas, and a cycle track around the lake that crosses through the southern 
part of Weston Park. Ramsay describes this as The Recreation Period (1969-1989)6. In her assessment 
of significance, she notes a number of aesthetic values, including those related to ‘cultural activities’ 
areas such as the ‘recreation area’ (presumed to be the children’s play area)7. However, she does not 
identify any aspects of social significance. 

Weston Park and Yarralumla Nursery was added to the Register of the National Estate (RNE) in 1992. 

The listing notes the following community-held aesthetic values: 
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Weston Park is important for its design and aesthetic qualities valued by the community which consist of: a variety 

of views, intimate and open, or enframed, some with activity and some tranquil and some with imposing terminal 

features such as Government House and Black Mountain; a variety and contrast of vegetation form and colour; a 

variety of spatial characteristics; areas of visual landscape themes which relate to cultural activity such as the 

experimental research area, the nursery beds area and the recreation area; visual stimulation from the variety of 

bird life; and, grandeur of some tree specimens in the nursery area (Criteria E.1 and F.1). 

The RNE listing also notes that historically: 

The landscape is important for demonstrating cultural phases, significant for the evolution of Canberra, as follows: 

…and the recreation period demonstrated by the development of recreation and amenity features (Criterion A.4).  

Two earlier master-planning documents, Weston Park Master Plan Principles Plan Report, 1991 and the 
Weston Park Master Plan Report, 1999 provide some useful insights into the development of the park as 
a recreation resource.  

The 1991 Report by Strine Design lists the following features as part of the children’s play area: tree 
forts; a playground for the disabled; the train; play sculptures within the landscape; the ‘Mouse House’ 
and other recreation facilities as including ‘barbecues and picnic tables, pontoons and netted swimming 

areas’8. 

The 1999 Report recognises Weston Park as ‘one of the most intensively used sections of the Lake 
Burley Griffin foreshore’9, and as a place where a variety of public activities occur at different times of the 
year. Examples mentioned include ‘festivals, sporting events (triathalons) and seasonal social 
gatherings…in and around the existing barbecue areas with the West Bank precinct10 being the most 
popular’11. Issues with the safety of the play area and wading pool were noted, including water quality 

concerns associated with the ‘ornamental pond’12.  

The 1999 Report also notes the development of several other features that may attract particular types of 
visitors including the English Garden, developed in the 1960s and included in the park itself in 1993, and 

a number of more recent memorials: 

• English Garden entry wall and memorial plaque  

• Compassionate Friends Memorial Seat – upper embankment in the south-east of the park  

• Family and Friends of Drug Law Reform Memorial Stone, on the east side of Weston Park 

Road just north of the Pescott Lane junction13. 

Yarralumla Nursery is also a strong attractor within the park, having served as the primary source of 
trees for both public and private plantings as well as offering information and education for home 
gardeners. Specific aspects of its history in relation to the general community are noted on the ACT 
Library website14 and include: 

• Weston developed a demonstration orchard in 1916 where pruning and spraying techniques 

were demonstrated to assist home gardens. 

• A free plants scheme for homeowners started in 1930 as a way of encouraging them to select 

species that that would help link gardens with public plantings; the scheme ran for 49 years to 

1979; after 2 years in abeyance, it was restarted in 1981. There are a number of images on 

the Picture Australia website showing Canberra families collecting their free plants. 
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A draft ACT Heritage Register Citation (not adopted) noted that Weston Park ‘has significance as an 
outdoor recreation space with children’s play areas, two tree houses, barbecue facilities and lakeshore 

beaches’15. 

And several studies of other places in Yarralumla have included extensive community engagement, and 

some of these materials have also been reviewed. 

C.3.5  Draft Weston Park Master Plan 2009 

A draft Masterplan was developed for Weston Park in 200916 and its finalisation is pending this CMP. The 
draft Weston Park Masterplan  (draft WP MP) identifies some of the values of Weston Park, in part from 
the community consultation undertaken and in part from past heritage studies. Weston Park is described 
in the draft WP MP as ‘a place for the whole community and an important tourist destination’17 although 
there is no data about its use by people from outside the ACT. The draft WP MP notes that the park has 
‘distinctive heritage and cultural values’ including its history and association with the shaping of 
Canberra’s landscape. Its long recreational use by ACT residents is indicated through the use of images 
of the Children’s Play Pond in 1981 and today, free tree days at the Nursery, the miniature train, and 
events such as Christmas and Father’s Day celebrations in the park. These uses and hence associations 
are recognised as going back to the 1960s, that is 40-50 years.18  

Susan Conroy guided extensive consultation processes designed to document the ‘values, concerns and 
priorities of users of the park’ as part of the draft Master Plan through interviews (group and individual), 
an online survey, an information session and community meeting. The work is documented in Appendix 1 

to the draft WP MP and is referenced here as Conroy (2009)19 as it has separate pagination.   

In the first stage of the consultation, comprising interviews, on-line survey and a drop-in session, 

Conroy20 identified the following specific park qualities to be conserved: 

• Informal, open and varied park environment that is not overly structured or manicured – the 

feeling of a natural environment. 

• Shade, openness, grasslands. 

• A park-like, spacious environment in the heart of the city. 

• The mix of introduced and indigenous plantings. 

• Being a place for families and children oriented activities. 

• Being a place for community celebrations and events such as Father’s Day, club recreation 

competitions such as cross country and marathons, community fund raising events, etc. 

• The heritage values of the park which are associated with the development of Canberra’s 

landscape, ie the association of Charles Weston, Lindsay Pryor, and others; the planting of 

experimental tree species as well as the trialling of planting methods. 

• The natural shoreline. 

• The views and vistas. 

• The small businesses such as nurseries, restaurant/café/gallery, mini train. 

• SIEV X memorial.21 

• Off-leash dog area with shade, seating, water access. 
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The draft WP MP itself notes that Weston Park is valued for: 

• its links to the early landscape history and heritage of Canberra; 

• its character as an informal, open, spacious park with a seamless relationship to the lake 

edge and a mix of indigenous and introduced plantings; 

• the English Gardens, mature tree plantings, the Nursery and informal open park spaces; 

• the miniature railway as a longstanding recreational asset; and 

• Yarralumla Nursery which embodies ‘positive associations with nature and education’ through 

the retail nursery and the allocation of free plants by new property owners. 

Some people also commented on the value of the SIEV X memorial and other art works.22 

Reviewing the raw data from the two surveys based on the scope of the present project, the most 

mentioned attributes were:  

Attributes No. 

Open spaces  10 

Mature trees  10 

Natural/bush feel  9 

Peace, quiet, seclusion  8 

Lake edge/ lake surroundings  5 

Landscape  3 

Views, outlook, water views, watching activity on the lake 6 

Yarralumla Nursery 4 

History  3 

Play areas  3 

Lack of buildings  3 

English Gardens  2 

 

There was one mention each of Compassionate Friends Memorial, SIEV X Memorial, Hobday’s Cottage, 
Gallery and Brassiere, kangaroos, birdlife, areas for families and groups, walking track along the lake, 
train, ponds, swimming areas, boating facilities, loss of the forts play structures. 

Asked what they would like to see improved, many people wanted more children’s play areas, and 

several asked for the return of the forts and cleaning up of the play pond.   

An online survey was also used as part of the community review of the final draft master plan. Similar 
questions were asked as in the first survey, with a similar range of responses. Conroy notes that the 
sense of tranquillity was identified by 45% of respondents as the most valued attribute, with 38% valuing 
the park for its child-friendly qualities, 27% for its access to the lake and ponds; other attributes were 
views and vistas, trees and the miniature railway.  The activities supported in the draft Master Plan 
appear to be strongly linked to the expressed values: for example upgraded picnic, play and gathering 
spaces were strongly supported (94%); lakeside loop path (87%), and events spaces (74%, with those 
not in support concerned about impacts on quiet enjoyment and the natural/landscape qualities of the 

park).  
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The media articles about the potential closure of the train in March 2009 prompted a very strong 

response about people’s feelings of connection to the train. For example: 

I valued the opportunity to take my grandson for a ride on the miniature train and am concerned that there are plans 

for its demise. It has given lots of kids, and their folk, lots of pleasure and complements the other family friendly 

aspects of the park 

The railway is something I grew up with and share through the generations.  It's a place where children and children 

at heart can escape and enjoy the surroundings. 

It is not uncommon to find that such connections are most strongly revealed when a place or attribute is 
under threat. It would be interesting to know the community reaction when the first were proposed for 

removal. 

The majority of those who participated in the two consultation surveys were regular users of the park, at 

least once a month or weekly. 

C.3.6  Use and Users of Weston Park 

Weston Park (including the Nursery) is one of Canberra’s most popular and well-used parks23 and has 

been popular for many years.24  

The ACT Government commissions market research on visitation to its parks on a regular basis, with the 
most recent data supplied being 2007/2008.25 This survey revealed that 59% of ACT residents surveyed 
had visited Weston Park in 2007-2008, with an average of 3.5 visits and therefore an estimated total 
visitation of 750,029. Of the 29 Town and District Parks, Weston Park was the third highest ranked in 
terms of the percentage of ACT residents visiting (after Black Mountain Peninsula and Glebe Park both 
of which also attracted a strong number of return visits) and fourth in terms of the estimated total number 
of visits (following Black Mountain Peninsula, Yarralumla Bay and Glebe Park). Positive comments from 
respondents about the park noted that it is ‘well presented’, in ‘excellent condition’ and the ‘children’s 
playground is in excellent condition’. Criticisms included ‘insufficient picnic tables and seating’ and 
‘insufficient walking tracks’.  

Another survey of long-term trends in visitation26 analysed data over a 10 year period, revealing that the 
percentage of ACT residents visiting Weston Park had remained relatively consistent over the period, 
ranging from a high of 62% in 1997 to a low of 50% in 2006. Based on multiple visits, the highest total 
number of visitors was 778,800 in 2002 and the lowest 591,993 in 1999.  For around 15% of 
respondents, Weston Park was the ‘town or district park’ they most often visit, resulting in the conclusion 
that Weston Park was the ‘most popular favourite Town and District Park (followed by Black Mountain 
Peninsula).  

Issues interpreted from notes taken at the meeting by GML from individual participants at the stakeholder 

session in May 2010 are as follows: 

• There is a program to remove up to 150 dead and dying trees from Weston Park.  There is 

a need for strategic tree advice and management policies about a replacement program.  

• Some of the large old trees in Weston Park and the Nursery are being damaged by birds 
(mainly cockatoos). 

• Irrigation across the park needs to be consistent and have a management policy to 

distinguish between (for example) maintenance of native grasslands and historic trees. 

• A suggested management approach to the area’s surrounding trees was given by mulching, 

rather than mowing, to allow the native understorey to grow. 
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• Identification and retention of nesting wildlife sites is important.  

• Open Space Planning section of TAMS proposed to undertake a landscape audit of trees in 

Weston Park to help with the identification and analysis of the numerous significant trees 

and tree groups in Weston Park.  

• There are several hundred exotics (deciduous and evergreen) such as Robinia trees.  

Some of these species are considered weeds and in standard situations in the ACT would 

not be replanted.  The 2009 draft WP MP recommends their removal as they impact upon 

natural sites. The participant asked if this recommendation fits with the historic heritage 

values of Weston Park. 

• The draft WP MP indicates several species selection issues which were subsequently 

identified as irregular, such as suggesting that no red box, yellow gum species should be 

planted.   

• The distinct rows of cultural plantings such as the area behind the miniature railway require 

specific management policies for the style of historic/ heritage planting, rather than following 

the standard maintenance regime used for park areas.  

• At Weston Park there may be a connection with ACT Government initiatives and actions 

groups, including the ‘Lakes Planting Project’ (see note below) and to ACT wetlands action 

groups (eg the Molonglo Catchment Group). 

• Managing the weed species which have cultural heritage value along the lake shore is 

problematic because the management regime is shared between jurisdictions. That is, 

between TAMS maintenance for Weston Park and the NCA for Lake Burley Griffin.  

• Weston Park could be better used for events.  Suitable access, toilets and parking for the 

several large events which involve thousands of people is needed.  This results in 

difficulties for planning, which need to be re-organised each year.  

• There is a lack of access to eastern side of the peninsula.  It is not well utilised and there is 

a lack of parking.  

• Only one entry to the park and pedestrian circulation is sometimes difficult.  The 

intersection at the entry is cause for car and pedestrian safety.   

• The large area of open parkland and the problems with gaining access for easy car parking 
make the park difficult for recreational and event uses.  

• If it is implemented the bridge proposed in the draft WP MP could prove to be problematic, 

it is not an ideal location for a bridge.   

• Access to Weston Park by boat and a link to the arboretum were suggested as 

opportunities for the park. 

• It is important to retain an overall ‘park’ feeling, rather than a series of recreational areas 

and the open space is highly valued. Some infrastructure is needed to create the right 

balance for recreational use and conservation of the landscape character.  

• Increasing the pedestrians and cyclists activities within the park is encouraged; Roads ACT 

are proposing a bicycle loop through a portion of park to improve cycling facilities.   
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• The installation of high quality signs would help to encourage more pedestrian and cycle 

usage.  

• A ‘Community Path’ was suggested as an opportunity.  

The ACT Government ‘Lakes Planting Project’ to improve the landscape high-use areas around lake 
foreshores and cycle paths was announced by the Chief Minister and Minister for TAMS, Jon Stanhope, 
in October 2009.  It involved the planting over 2,600 new trees along cycle paths and lake edges around 
Canberra.  The east and west sides of the peninsula of Weston Park were identified as sites for this 

work.27 

C.4 Analysis of Existing Data 

This section looks at the existing data on social and community held aesthetic values from previous 

studies and other sources. 

Two recent projects considered the social significance of Lake Burley Griffin, and one also analysed 

community held aesthetic values. 

C.4.1  NCA—Lake Burley Griffin Heritage Assessment 

A Heritage Assessment for Lake Burley Griffin was prepared by GML and Context for the NCA from 
2006-2010. As part of the process of developing a Heritage Assessment the consultants undertook a 
number of consultations to gain an appreciation of the social and community-held aesthetic significance 
of Lake Burley Griffin, including an online survey, focus groups and individual discussions. This work was 
complemented by analysis of other data including artistic and creative sources, visual images used in 
tourism materials, use of the lake for community activities and events. This project focused on the lake 

and the lake edge and was limited to consideration of the areas managed by the NCA.. 

The online survey was open to Canberra residents and people from elsewhere, and the focus groups and 
interviews concentrated on those with specific connections to the lake, including those involved in its 

design and construction and its management today, and those involved with lake-based activities. 

There were 515 responses to the online survey, the majority from Canberra residents past and present. 

The survey demonstrated that Lake Burley Griffin was strongly valued as: 

• a social and recreational resources; 

• for its high degree of naturalness; 

• for its many aesthetic qualities – visual, aural and ephemeral; 

• as a place that was widely experienced and enjoyed; and 

• for its contribution to the visual and landscape setting for Canberra. 

The lake as a whole place was highly valued. The survey also sought to identify parts of the lake that 
were of particular importance and why, however the scope of the project meant that adjoining parklands 

were not specifically included. 

Weston Park was mentioned on 10 occasions in response to open-ended questions, and in particular 
when asked to identify places, qualities or views that make Lake Burley Griffin of particular importance to 

the respondent. Some examples of these responses are highlighted below: 

Having a view of and ready access to the Lake from the National Gallery, the National Library, the High Court, 

Reconciliation Place, the Portrait Gallery, Commonwealth Park. [+ also Weston Park has similar appeal] 
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Tranquil waters - vistas from lake up into surrounds landscape cultural buildings changing autumn tones and mature 

trees - dramatic plantings along NGA and national library strip, sculpture in the landscape BBQ areas and play 

equipment for children to play on at Weston Park ability to walk and cycle around the waters edge … 

The scout hall and Weston Park which have been so important to my growing up from youth 

The foreshore area stretching from Stirling Park to Weston Park and around to Government House is particularly 

significant to me. When I was younger, my dad would bring me to Weston Park to play and as an adult I continue to 

love the walk along the south west of the foreshore. 

Asked about a favourite view, 6 responses described a view that included Weston Park: 

Looking from the site of the former Weston Park Treehouse down Yarramundi Reach towards Govt House. This is 

the middle of the rowing regatta course, and offers views of water, land, trees and mountains. 

View of Black Mountain from across the lake (from Weston Park) - encapsulates all those issues that for me 

symbolise the importance of the lake, including introduced weeds such as the willows, poplars etc, the parkway, 

Black Mountain Tower within an otherwise relatively intact natural setting. 

As I row down the rowing course near Weston Park, looking towards Black Mountain w/the shallow water, reeds, 

ducks on one side and the beach of Weston on the other, Gov Generals place behind, mountains in the distance, 

it's just so perfect. 

Looking from the southern side of the lake north to Black Mountain Peninsula, Weston Park,  Black Mountain, also 

the natural areas around the Jerrabomberra wetlands and where the mouth of the Molonglo flows in the dam; also 

around Scrivener Dam and near government house - all natural or parkland outlooks which are very tranquil and 

peaceful. 

Black Mountain picnic area. Seated area that looks down the lake toward the Museum, Commonwealth Ave Bridge. 

Other area is at Weston Park watching the rowing regattas. Regatta Point looking across to the National Institutions 

It used to be from the Tree House at Weston Park - what a tragic loss for both children and adults alike! It was a 

spectacular viewing platform, especially for the Winter Time Trials for rowing. 

In relation to artistic and creative works, Lake Burley Griffin appears to be a popular source of inspiration 
for local amateur artists and writers with local reputations, but has not featured in any nationally 
significant artistic or creative works nor has it inspired the work of nationally notable artists or writers. 

Lake Burley Griffin is widely depicted in tourism images as a distinctive Canberra backdrop or setting, 
and is used to communicate the picturesque qualities of the lake and the opportunities it offers for 

relaxation and exciting public events. 

C.4.2  National Trust—Study of the Social Value of Lake Burley Griffin and its 
Setting  

Pipitone28 undertook a substantial community survey for the ACT National Trust in 2009. The project was 
designed to understand how the Canberra community use and value Lake Burley Griffin. The National 
Trust initiated the survey because of the redevelopment pressures on Lake Burley Griffin including the 

‘Weston Park Masterplan’. 

The survey sought general information about visits to the lake, and detailed information about 22 specific 
places. One of these was Weston Park. The survey was offered online and in hard copy form between 13 
February and 6 March 2009, and 758 responses were received. A copy of the survey is still available 
online at <http://www.nationaltrustact.org.au/survey/> although the survey has closed and no further 
responses are possible. The survey was open to the Canberra community and there was no targeted 
sampling involved. The survey sample was slightly older than the Canberra population, with people under 




